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BRIDGES Policy (Primary)

At Isaac Newton Academy our aim is to equip every student with the knowledge, learning power and
character necessary for success at university and beyond. The BRIDGES framework is integral to
developing learning power and is key to supporting students to reach their potential.

“We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” Isaac Newton

The BRIDGES characteristics are habits of mind or learning traits that develop character and learning
power and enable us to grow into well-rounded individuals and resilient learners, both of which we
need if we are to continue to be ‘life-long learners’.

The BRIDGES wheel below illustrates the seven habits/characteristics that are developed; each habit
is focussed on through a weekly cycle. This means each habit is featured approximately once per
half term, allowing for a greater depth of understanding for the children as they re-visit each
characteristic a number of times and giving them plenty of opportunity to demonstrate and exercise
the habit throughout the year.
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BRIDGES Habit Shown Through
Bravery courage, leadership, experimentation, risk-taking, optimism

Resourcefulness remembering, making connections, transferring, re-cycling,
scavenging, questioning, reasoning, imitating, flexibility, adaptibility

Integrity fairness, humanity, justice, citizenship, honesty, humility

Discovery curiosity, open-mindedness, enthusiasm, energy, noticing, creativity,
imagining

Grit patience, resilience, determination, managing distractions,

perseverance, conce ntration

Emotional Intelligence listening, empathy, collaboration, sociability, reflectiveness,
understanding, openness

Self-Discipline organisation, hard-work, absorption, practising, prioritising,
planning, prudence, revising, self-regulation, independence,
motivation

Implementation
In School

An assembly is held every Monday and Friday morning. The Monday assembly is an opportunity to
introduce the children to the BRIDGES habit of the week. A story or other stimulus is used to
reinforce and support the children’s understanding of the characteristic. It is always made clear to
the children how they can demonstrate and exercise the characteristic throughout the week and
what their teachers will be looking for. Each week the teachers award a certificate to one pupil in
their class who they feel has successfully demonstrated the BRIDGES habit for that week. The
certificates are given out to the children during the Friday assembly, with the teacher explaining why
the child has been chosen.

The BRIDGES wheel is displayed in every classroom as well as other key areas of the primary
building, with the focus of the week also on display. The display of the wheel etc. helps to remind
everyone in the primary what our focus for a particular week is. Throughout the week the staff will
refer to the BRIDGES habit for the week at every given opportunity with the children. All lessons
plans make explicit links to the BRIDGES foci; we are always looking for ways to help the children
exercise and develop the habit.

At Home

The Head of Primary writes a weekly article to feature BRIDGES in the Principal’s newsletter. The
newsletter is available to parents online and additional hard copies can be found in the main
reception area. The BRIDGES characteristic for the coming week is introduced to the parents/carers
along with ideas on how to support the focus habit at home; this gives both the school and
parents/carers a shared language with which to support the children’s BRIDGES development.

The weekly newsletter also shares with parents/carers details of which children have been awarded
the ‘Headteacher’s Habits Award’ during the Friday assembly, again with the reason why.
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