SIXTH FORM PROSPECTUS

10 REASONS TO STUDY AT KS5 AT INA
# 01
# 02
# 03

Outstanding in all areas (Ofsted 2014 and 2018)

# 04

Super-curricular opportunities for you to delve deeper into your favourite
subjects

# 05

Excellent links with universities, including Oxford, Cambridge, Russell Group
and employers

# 06

Dedicated pastoral care to support you in making an informed choice about
your next steps

# 07

The opportunity to access Ark network support and opportunities, 		
including Ark bursaries, and support to study at universities abroad

# 08
# 09
# 10

Student leadership opportunities across the primary and secondary phases

Outstanding examination outcomes
A brand new, custom built, dedicated Sixth Form area on the 3rd floor 		
including a dedicated ICT study suite, a Sixth Form library, a 3G football
pitch, state of the art music facilities and specialist Sixth Form dining 		
provision

Exciting extra-curricular clubs and trips
The opportunity to become experienced in student-led seminar style 		
learning discussions (Harkness teaching) and to apply to study at Philips Exeter
Academy Summer School in the USA

WELCOME
Jo Spencer
Interim Principal
We are excited to invite applications to our Sixth Form. Our Sixth Form has been meticulously planned. We have recruited
outstanding staff, set in place the systems and structures to provide a broad, vibrant and relevant course offer and thought carefully
about how we will ensure that each and every one of our students receives personalised and high quality advice, guidance and
support in transitioning to Higher Education, a career and a successful and rewarding life.
We hope that you are excited by our Sixth Form offer and invite you to come to one of our Open Evenings or Information events to
find out more.

Sugra Alibhai
Vice Principal & Head of Sixth Form
I am delighted to be Head of Sixth Form at Isaac Newton Academy. It is a rare and special opportunity to create a Sixth Form from
scratch and I strive to ensure our students leave us able to access the university course of their choice.
I joined Isaac Newton Academy in 2013 as a senior leader and helped to shape its vision and values. I believe fully in the
transformative power of education; not only because it allows access to higher education opportunities but also because it builds
character, confidence and the skills required for managing all of life’s potential challenges. Our Sixth Form was set up to support
students in the transition phase from KS4 to university.
In 2018 Ofsted judged Isaac Newton Academy to be outstanding in all areas. In August 2019 our founding cohort left to pursue
courses across a number of top institutions including Oxbridge and Russell Group universities. More details around our destinations
can be found in this prospectus.
As an ARK school we have access to unique opportunities including trips, competitions, speakers and work experience opportunities.
Our students can also apply for a generous bursary fund for university applicants. We pride ourselves in forging opportunities for
young people to develop in the fullest possible sense.
I look forward to meeting you and working with you to help create a truly fantastic Key Stage 5 learning experience.
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THE ARK SCHOOLS NETWORK
Isaac Newton Academy Sixth Form is part of the Ark Schools network, a multi-academy trust
with an excellent track record at A level and KS5 provision. Ark Schools has fourteen successful
Sixth Forms in London, Birmingham and Hastings.
Ark Sixth Form students enjoy a rich and varied learning experience and benefit from a culture of
high expectations. All Ark Sixth Forms have the simple objective of ensuring that 100% of leavers
go to university or into the career of their choice. Each of the Ark Sixth Forms has a distinctive
character, reflecting its local community and history.
All Ark Schools prioritise six key principles:

•
•
•
•
•
•
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High expectations
Excellent teaching
More time for learning
Knowing every student
Exemplary behaviour
Depth before breadth

OUR VISION
At Isaac Newton Academy our aim is to
equip every student with the knowledge,
learning power and character necessary
for success at university and beyond.

We:
• set clear, ambitious goals,
and rigorously monitor our
progress in achieving them

• offer a broad and rich

curriculum, providing the
facilities and specialist staff
to meet and stimulate a wider
range of interests

• employ an approach

to teaching that
instils knowledge and
understanding, a scholarly
thirst for enquiry and the
skills to be an effective and
independent learner.

• are committed fully to

ensuring that Isaac Newton
Academy is a vibrant learning
community and contributes
positively to the wider local
community
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CURRICULUM OFFER AND
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Our curriculum has been designed to ensure that students have access to subjects and courses that will ensure that they
will have the widest possible choice post Sixth Form.
We are pleased to offer a number of facilitating A levels, a breadth of specialist subjects and high quality vocational
courses. The entry requirements depend on the combination of subjects a student applies to study.
To achieve a place at Isaac Newton Academy Sixth Form you will need to meet the following criteria:

•
•

An A level only route: 7 A*–C including English and Maths (9-4/5).
A BTEC and A level route: 5 A*–Cs including English and Maths (9-4/5).

Specific subjects will have their own entry requirements.
All A level courses will require at least a 6+ in (a) named subject(s).

Choosing your courses

We want you to have a fantastic experience in our Sixth Form; one where you will grow and develop your interests and
passions. We will support you as an individual in making your subject choices when joining our Sixth Form. There are
also things you can do to ensure you make an informed choice, such as attending our open evenings, taster events and
looking into careers that you may be interested in pursuing in the future.
We have different routes through the Sixth Form to offer the right level of support or challenge to you. The routes are:

•
•
•
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3 A levels or BTEC equivalent
3 A level or BTEC equivalent + EPQ
4 A levels
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YOUR SIXTH FORM DAY
The Sixth Form Day starts at 8:25am and finishes at 4:10pm; however you are unlikely to be in
class all day every day. We have designed a Sixth Form programme which will give you a blend of
experiences to ensure that you leave us equipped to be successful at university and beyond.
Your week will be spent engaged in the following activities:

Examined Courses

You will have typically five lessons per week per subject (10 for BTEC), so a student who is taking 3
A Levels will have 15 lessons a week in their chosen subjects.

Independent Study

You will have study periods to support you in your independent learning beyond the classroom.
You will need to study independently for at least five hours per week per subject taken. We will
support you in the transition from KS4 to Sixth Form by providing dedicated spaces where you can
work independently with appropriate resources to hand. You will be supported to manage your
time prudently to ensure you achieve the best possible grades.

Tutorial Guidance and Support

You will have weekly tutorial time with your tutor who will be there to support you with settling in
to Sixth Form life, achieving high academic standards and pastoral support and guidance. At INA
we are committed to providing equality of opportunity and to safeguarding all members of the
school community.

Super Curricular Activities

We will support you in broadening your educational experiences through visiting speakers,
debates and lectures. We will also provide a comprehensive programme to introduce you to
career and higher education choices and to support you in the application process.

Give Back
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All INA Sixth Form students participate in the Give Back Programme. This is your opportunity to
get involved in the wider life of Isaac Newton Academy. You may choose to lead an enrichment
activity, support students with their learning in the Primary or Secondary phase of the school, or
lead fundraising for charity within the school. You will have numerous opportunities to develop
your leadership skills which will be transferred beyond the Sixth Form.

EXPECTATIONS
OF STUDENTS:
OUR WORK ETHIC
Transitioning to Sixth Form is an exciting phase. It
is a chance to specialise in subjects that you are
passionate about and are keen to immerse yourself
in. We expect you to work hard both in and out of
lessons. You will need to complete at least 5 hours
of study per subject per week outside of your class
learning. This should feel exciting; a chance to delve
deeper into subjects that you enjoy reading around
and working on independently.
Your study periods will be time when you are
expected to work independently in your chosen
subjects. It should be a chance to develop your own
thoughts, arguments and reasoning. It will also be a
chance to manage your learning independently in
preparation for later life.
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HARKNESS TEACHING
The Harkness teaching method is an intrinsic part of our approach to teaching and learning at all phases at Isaac
Newton Academy.
This style of teaching encourages student-led discussion and debate. Learners sit around an oval table and engage in a
seminar-style dialogue.

Harkness learning is an active and exciting process in which everyone participates and at times leads and where teachers
are facilitators of learning. We believe that excellent teaching is more about helping students to find information and
figure things out, rather than telling them things. Harkness teaching and learning is central to this.
The Harkness approach is an excellent opportunity for students to prepare for the academic rigour and challenge of
learning at university. It will allow you to develop your own arguments, opinions and reasoning skills. Through regular
Harkness discussions you will be better placed to manage tutorial discussions, seminars and research further around a
topic.
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EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION (EPQ)
As an additional option at Isaac Newton Academy, you have the
opportunity to complete the Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ). This is a qualification that is worth half the points value of an
A level. It involves planning, managing and researching a project of
your choice, normally on a subject related to your KS5 courses. It is an
opportunity to deepen your knowledge about a subject area that you
are passionate about and is an excellent process to develop you as an
independent learner. Students who take the EPQ either submit a written
report on a title of their own choice or create a practical project; this
could be artwork, video, a website or physical artefacts.
The EPQ can form part of your university offer and will give you the
chance to develop your skills around planning, organisation, research
and absorption. It will require a high level of personal motivation as the
process involves only minimal input from a supervisor.
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UNIVERSITY AND
CAREERS SUPPORT
Our aim is to equip every student with the knowledge, character and learning power
necessary for success at university and beyond. We will work tirelessly to ensure that you
have access to the necessary support to achieve this aim. We will support all students
fully throughout the university application process, from selecting courses to preparing for
interviews and entrance examinations.
As part of the Ark network we have an unrivalled range of opportunities provided by
the Ark University and Careers Success Team. You will have access to employability
workshops, workplace visits, guest speakers, mentoring programmes and work experience
opportunities through numerous corporate partners including:

•
•
•
•
•

KPMG
Goldman Sachs
J P Morgan
Bloomberg
Thompson Reuters

Furthermore, the Ark network has partnerships with a range of excellent universities which
will support you with the application process and give advice and guidance about course
and university choice.

Bursaries

Ark’s generous partners and supporters offer various bursaries to support students with
their post GCSE studies through funding trips and residential visits to leading universities.
Ark also offers a unique opportunity where students can apply for a bursary to support
them during their time at university. These range from £3000 for the first year only to
£30,000 across the length of the university course. The bursaries are aimed at high
attaining students who have made a positive contribution to their school and the
community. The bursary students will become part of the Ark alumni network, with
opportunities to participate in different activities and events to gain valuable skills, insights
and experiences.
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CELEBRATING STUDENT DESTINATIONS
Isaac Newton Academy is incredibly proud of all students and their achievements. Our high expectations and growth
mindset helps our students achieve highly and secure places at top universities and apprenticeships.

Student destinations include:
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