GCSE ART- SUMMER 2
SKILLS BASED TASKS PART 2- TONE:
Now that you have been set your final task for the identity project, you will be
set a series of tasks to help you continue to practice and maintain your skills set
during this time.
Now is the perfect time to go back to basics, test what you’ve learned and
strengthen the control you have over your tools and materials.
You may either complete these tasks at the back of your book (starting on the
last page and working backwards) or on separate paper. Keep the outcomes
as we can add them to your body of assessed work when we get back.
It is important to complete each task set and share your progress on Edmodo,
even if you are still catching up with Identity project tasks.

Formal Elements: Tone, Value, Shade, Detail, Shape.
Keywords: Light, Medium, Dark, Shadow, Contrast, Smudge, Blend, 3D.
Tone (sometimes called value) refers to how light or dark something
is. Tones could refer to black, white and the grey tones between. In real
life, tone is created by the way light falls on an object. The parts of the object on
which the light is strongest are called highlights and the darker areas are called
shadows. Adding tone to a drawing gives it another dimension and brings it to
life. It is a fundamental skill to learn when trying to create realistic Artwork.

Task 1- Practicing Continuous Tone:

On a piece of paper using either a 2B pencil or higher (if you can, if not HB is fine!) have
a go at creating some tones- just tone, no detail.
Once you have set your attention on gradually altering the pressure on your pencil to
create different tones, you’re going to practice applying ‘continuous tone’ or what I
have often called; ‘adding a gradient’.
Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPEyJfkb1SE Now, have a go at
drawing and shading the 3 shapes below- applying tone continuously like in the video.
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Tip- Remember what you learned

from the last task about holding your
pencil and sketching softly when
drawing lines!

Darkest shade

Task 2- Tonal drawing:

Now that you have practiced applying tone, choose one or more
objects in your own environment to draw. Please make sure that
you are drawing an object not an image or photo. Place the
object at an interesting angle, noticing where the light source is.
Before you start, have a look at where the shadows and highlights
are and where the dark, medium and light tones are. Create the
outline first, considering where the outlines may be thicker or
thinner, depending on the light source. Press softly and move your
pencil around loosely. Once you’ve captured the right shape, then
start applying tone carefully. Make a point of applying your
learning and practice to make this drawing better than any
previous drawing you have done.

